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Introduction of L anguage Phylogenetic Network and a Phylogenetic

Network Analysison Tibeto-Burman Languages

DENG Xiao-hua', YANG Xiao-xia® and GAO Tian-jun’

(1. Department of Anthropology and Ethnology, 2. Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Xiamen
University; Xiamen Fujian 361005, China)

Abstract: This paper review the history of family tree theory, analyse the disadvantage of family tree theory in
language evolution study. Then we introduce phylogenetic network theory and phylogenetic network
reconstruction methods to Sino-Tibetan language studies by reviewing the background of their generating and
the history of their development. At last, we anayse the evolution history of Tibeto-Burman languages by
reconstructing the phylogenetic network of these languages.
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